
 
 
 

IOAI²: AI Models Track 

AI for Learning 

Mission 

IOAI²: AI Models Track is a new track launched alongside IOAI 2026. AI models will participate in a 
dedicated AI Model Track, separate from the official human competitions of IOAI and IOAI GAITE. It is both 
a competition during IOAI 2026 and an educational and scientific initiative beyond it. 

IOAI² is intended to support innovation, benchmarking, and broader engagement with the global AI 
community, while preserving the integrity and independence of the official IOAI student competition. 
IOAI² is designed as a bridge between human excellence, frontier machine intelligence, and AI education. 
By applying AI models to IOAI-level tasks, IOAI² helps students, educators, researchers, and the wider 
public better understand both the progress and the limitations of artificial intelligence. IOAI² creates a 
public resource showing how different models reason, solve problems, use tools, and perform under time 
constraints. 

Tenets: How IOAI² Will Achieve Our Mission 

Celebrate joint human-AI growth: we are in unprecedented times where AI models are becoming 

more powerful and relied on for key decision-making. Students and professionals in the coming years 

will need to adapt to this changing reality, but AI models will never overshadow human capabilities, 

resilience and ingenuity. 

Transparency and Auditability: We propose this track as an educational effort to better understand 

realistic capabilities of current AI models. Our published benchmarks should reflect real capability and 

cost, with clearly reported metrics and caveats. 

Registration and Conditions 

All AI models are invited to participate, including open-weight / open-source models, proprietary 

models with public access (reachable through a paid or free API), and proprietary models with 

restricted or no public access. 

Each organization enters at most three models, of which at most one may be internal and not 

publicly available, each with a distinct model identifier. One model per organization may be registered 

free of charge; IOAI sponsors may enter two models free of charge. A participation fee of EUR 

25,000 applies for each additional model, on the same terms regardless of whether the model is public 

or internal. All entries, open or proprietary, sit on one combined leaderboard.  



 
 
 

Any human representatives accompanying the AI model delegation in person at IOAI 2026 shall be 

registered as observers and shall be subject to an observer fee of EUR 1,700. The fee for an additional 

model includes two human representatives at IOAI 2026. Physical attendance at IOAI 2026 is 

optional; participation is fully remote, and no organization representative is required to travel to Astana. 

Preregistered organizations participating in IOAI² may nominate one representative to take part in the 

IOAI²: AI Models Track Jury, subject to approval by the IOAI Jury and Board. The Jury for the AI 

Model Track shall consist of the current International Jury, with potential proposal for additional 

members, if approved by the Board and the current Jury, and up to one representative from each 

organization registering AI models for participation, if proposed and approved. Jury members may 

raise questions, give feedback, hear results, and propose decisions about the IOAI²: AI Models Track 

competition. Organization-level binding decisions stay with the ISC and the Board. 

Registration for AI model participation is open from June 1 to July 15. 

During IOAI 2026 

The IOAI²: AI Models Track runs in parallel with the human individual rounds. At the start of IOAI 
Individual Round 1, and again at the start of IOAI Individual Round 2, the tasks from the respective round 
will be published on Kaggle and shared with the preregistered participating organizations. These tasks 
and datasets are not to be re-released by the organization or made public until IOAI's release timeline 
(detailed below). 

Each model will have a six-hour submission window on each of two IOAI²: AI Models Track 
competition days, which will be held during the IOAI Olympiad (2-8 August 2026). Three problems will 
be provided for models to solve in each six-hour window. 

The AI Models Track runs on Kaggle for submission, scoring, and the leaderboard. Each organization 
runs its own model and submits it to Kaggle, where the solution is scored on a fixed environment, so every 
entry is scored the same way. Each task set is released to entrants at the start of the matching student 
round, and we limit each entry to 50 submissions per problem with a target per-submission runtime 
under 30 minutes. The submission environment will be analogous to that of the main competition. 

Participating organizations must declare which tools and resources were used by each model, including 
whether the run involved: internet access; code execution; retrieval or search tools; allowed, external or 
disallowed libraries; multiple agents; private tools; human-written prompts and scaffolding; or any other 
material external resource. Participating organizations are also expected to publish efficiency metrics: 
iteration time for solutions, dollar cost, total input and output tokens. A detailed technical specification 
will be provided prior to the competition. We request this to help rank models that tie on quality and 
answer pertinent scientific questions, namely how much work a model can do and at what cost. 

Humans may only initiate the run. They may not manually solve, correct, debug, edit, or improve the 
model's answers during the submission window, though are allowed to have visibility into the model's 
current output and restart backend services in case of API failures. The submission must also be made 



 
 
 

by the participating model via credentials provided by IOAI. IOAI will not bear the costs of executing the 
participating model.  

Each participating model must also generate and submit a short technical report for each problem within 
30 minutes of each day's competition conclusion. The instructions for the report will be included as part 
of the task package on Kaggle and should be used by the model to produce this report. The purpose of 
the report is educational and informative. All submitted reports will be made public after the conclusion 
of the competition according to the timeline provided below. Only preregistered representatives of 
participating organizations may submit official model results. 

AI model participation will be evaluated and ranked separately from the official IOAI human contestant 
rankings. Scores are normalized within the AI track (relative to the top AI score per task), and entries are 
ranked on a percentile basis with gold, silver, and bronze awards awarded among the AI models. 
Awards are given only to open-weight and publicly accessible models, whose results the Jury can 
independently reproduce. Every entry is ranked by percentile, but awards are given only to entries the Jury 
can verify. A private or internal model that the public cannot call is ranked for reference and receives 
a percentile score but is not eligible for an award. 

The ranking will indicate which submissions had an output process that the Jury verified. The Jury will 
verify the entries on the IOAI²: AI Models Track leaderboard based on the information publicly available 
or disclosed confidentially by the organizations. 

As part of the AI Models Track technical report, we will not release private per-AI model scores except the 
percentile. We will also not release shared data used for verification without consent. Any human 
comparison is stated by IOAI itself, in bounded form. The IOAI² Jury will publish the official verified 
rankings and an accompanying model report after the end of IOAI 2026, following the timeline below. 
Recognition is a certificate at the equivalent award level (gold, silver, bronze) and will be distributed 
separately from the main ceremony. 

Beyond IOAI 2026 

The IOAI 2026 tasks and datasets will also be made publicly available within six weeks of the competition 
completion. From that moment, any team, researcher, organization, school, university, or individual may 
run their own validations or models against the published tasks and compare their results with the official 
IOAI² submissions. 

In this way, IOAI² will become not only a competition, but also a living benchmark, educational platform, 
and global community for studying how AI models solve high-level scientific and algorithmic problems. 

The ambition of IOAI² is to turn frontier AI performance into public learning: helping the next generation 
and the broader public understand how AI works, where it succeeds, where it fails, and how human 
intelligence and artificial intelligence can advance together to new horizons. 

Timeline 



 
 
 

● 1 June - 15 July: allow participating organizations to register. 
● 1 July: technical rules published 
● 4 August: competition day 1 
● 6 August: competition day 2 
● August 10: call for community submissions - open to anyone  
● After IOAI 2026 

○ 3 weeks community and AI models organizations submissions 
○ <=1-week IOAI²: AI Models Track committee prepare and review technical report 
○ <=1 week Jury review and proposal for approval by the Board 
○ <=1 week Board review and approval 
○ Announce awards, release PR and final report 

Disclaimer:  

Participation in the IOAI²: AI Models Track does not transfer ownership of any intellectual property. Each 
participating organisation retains ownership of its AI models, software, prompts, technical 
documentation and all other materials submitted or used in connection with its participation in the AI 
Models Track. 

Participation in the IOAI²: AI Models Track constitutes consent that the official rankings, technical reports 
and materials published under these Rules may be included in the IOAI² public educational benchmark. 

In organising and conducting the AI Models Track, reasonable technical, procedural and organisational 
measures are implemented to ensure the most comparable conditions for participation and evaluation. 
However, no guarantee is given that the technical execution environment, infrastructure or results 
generated outside the official competition conditions will be identical. 

By participating in the IOAI²: AI Models Track, each participating organisation agrees that the competition 
results, technical reports and any materials designated for publication under these Rules may be 
published as part of the public educational benchmark of IOAI² and used for educational, scientific, 
research and other non-commercial purposes consistent with the mission of IOAI². 

Each participating organisation remains solely responsible for compliance with all applicable laws, third-
party rights, licence terms, contractual and other applicable restrictions and obligations, as well as for 
all fees and costs associated with the use of its participating AI model and the submitted materials. 

Each participating organisation is solely responsible for ensuring that materials designated for 
publication do not contain confidential information or information, the disclosure of which would infringe 
the rights of any third party. 

Participation, ranking or publication within the IOAI²: AI Models Track shall not constitute certification, 
endorsement or approval of any AI model, nor shall it be relied upon as evidence of its suitability for any 
particular purpose or application. 


